
































Presidential Commission on Election Administration recommended that states adopt early voting policies, in
part to reduce long lines on Election Day.®

The average period of early voting is nineteen days. The average starting time for early voting is twenty-two
days before an election. Additionally, early voting typically ends just a few days before Election Day. Further,
of the states that allow early in-person voting, twenty-four and the District of Columbia allow for some
weekend early voting. Specifically, twenty states plus the District of Columbia provide for Saturday voting.
Additionally, five states allow for some Sunday voting.

Conclusion

The State Board of Elections and the Department of Elections are confident that Virginia will successfully
implement the provisions of this Act and successfully conduct its first period of no excuse in person absentee
voting. The Commonwealth has the benefit of learning from the thirty-nine states and the District of Columbia
which already provide some form of in-person early voting. Further, Virginia has already added several
acceptable absentee voting excuses over the past two decades. Registrars and Election Officials have experience
adjusting to changes in absentee voting law, and should not find this change significantly more burdensome
than previous changes to the law. To assist the General Assembly as well as the Virginia elections community,
The State Board of Elections and Department of Elections are providing this table, summarizing the
recommendations made throughout this report:

TABLE OF RECOMMENDATIONS
RECOMMENDATION RELEVANT AUTHORITY

1) We recommend that the General Assembly Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(C) and discussed in this
consider legislation to adopt a common term for what = report under Voting Centers, pages 5-6.

is now referred to as “additional locations” under

24.2-701.1(C). As discussed in this report,

colloquially these locations are also referred to as

“satellite locations™ or “voting centers.”

2) We recommend that general registrars and local Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(C) and discussed in this
election boards begin considering the need for voting report under Voting Centers, pages 5-6.
centers/additional locations/satellite offices, to

332014 report, the bipartisan Presidential Commission on Election Administration also recommended that states adopt early voting
policies. Presidential Commission on Election Administration, “The American Voting Experience’”; Lawrence Norden, “How to Fix
Long Lines” (New York: Brennan Center for Justice, 2013).
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accommodate increased absentee voter turnout in
2020.

3) We recommend that general registrars prepare to
recruit and train a sufficient number of officers of
election for each voting center/additional
location/satellite office. Under the code, “[A]t least
two officers of election shall be present during all
hours that absentee voting in person is available and
shall represent the two major political parties...”

4) We recommend that general registrars consider the
needs of each votm.g center/add1t10na1
location/satellite office, mcludmg s the need for -
physical space, parking spaces, equipment (including
tabulators), and poll books.
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5) We recommend that the General Assembly adopt
the proposed technical changes bill, which is
summarized in the chart on page 7 of this report.

6) We recommend that the General Assembly adopt
the proposed voting centers bill, which is
summarized in the chart on page 7 of this report.

7) We recommend that the General Assembly
consider an amendment to current law that either
requires the voting centers/additional
locations/satellite offices within a locality to maintain
the same hours of operation during the absentee
voting period, or requires uniform voting hours for all
voting centers/additional locations/satellite offices
within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

8) We recommend that the General Assembly adopt
the proposed timeframe eligibility bill, which would
extend the no-excuse absentee voting period to the
full forty-five day period of absentee voting.

Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(E) and discussed in this
report under Voting Centers, pages 5-6.

Virginia Code § 24.2-701:1(C) and dlscussed in thls
Jreport under Voting Cerifers, pages5-6. ="

Amends Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(A),(C) and
discussed in this report under Technical Changes,
page 8.

Amends Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(B)-(F) and adds
Virginia Code 24.2-701.2. This topic is discussed in
this report under Voting Centers, pages 8-9.

Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(B) and discussed in this
report under Voting Hours for Voting Centers, pages
9-10.

Virginia Code § 24.2-701.1(A) and discussed in this
report under 7 zmef rame Eligibility Expansion, pages
10-11.
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Respectfully Submitted by the State Board of Elections:
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Robert H. Brink, Chairman
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John O’Bannon, Vice Chair

Jamilah D. LeCruise, Secretary





